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Clarence Darrow on Medical

| have been interested for a good many years in the
question of leaving man free to do as he pleases so
long as he does not directly interfere with some one
else. | am not a chiropractor—I know very little about
it—and it is not as a disciple of Dr. Palmer that | say
afew words, but as a man who believes in liberty—or
did when we had it!

| was born into this world without being consulted and | presume
there was a doctor present. | did not hire him. As | had no chance
to say anything about the way | was born and who was present, |
think | should have the right to die without the assistance of a doc-
tor, if I wish. | cannot avoid the undertaker but | ought to be able to
avoid the doctor.

Now, I would have no quarrel with the medical profession if
they would leave me alone. I am willing that they should adver-
tise their wares and their business, BUT I DO OBJECT TO
BEING FORCED TO PATRONIZE THEM.

I know that the doctors, like everyone else, take themselves
very seriously. I KNOW THAT THE EFFORTS OF THE
MEDICAL PROFESSION IN THE UNITED STATES TO
CONTROL THE TREATMENT OF HUMAN AILMENTS IS
NOT DUE TO ITS LOVE OF HUMAN LIFE: IT IS DUE TO
ITS LOVE OF ITS JOB, WHICH JOB IT PROPOSES TO
MONOPOLIZE FOR ITSELF.

I know that the doctors have been carrying on a vigorous cam-
paign al over the United States against new methods and schools
BECAUSE THEY WANT THE BUSINESS AND THEY INSIST
THAT NOBODY SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO LIVE OR DIE
WITHOUT THEIR SERVICES. Whether they cure more or fewer
people than the new schools who do not use medicine, or whether
they cure anybody, is, of course, a debatable question, which | will
not undertake to discuss.

I STAND FOR THE RIGHT OF EVERYBODY TO REGU-
LATE HIS OWN LIFE FOR HIMSELF, AND IF HE WANTS
TO LIVE AND DIE WITHOUT THE AID OF THE MEDI-
CAL PROFESSION, HE SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO
DO IT, AND IF ONE SHOULD NOT HAVE THAT RIGHT IT
ISPRETTY HARD TO TELL WHAT RIGHT HE SHOULD HAVE.

I know that much of the progress of the medical profession if we
can cdll it that, has been made against the advice of doctors.

I know that the medical profession is full of humbug and pre-
tense; | know that a considerable percentage of physicians believe
that by the aid of a saw and a knife they can make man over in bet-
ter shape than the Almighty originally made him. | know that the
fashions in operations change as do the fashions in dress. | know
that one day the fashion is to operate for appendicitis. | know that
the doctors are condemning today what they did a few years ago,
and | am pretty sure that they will be condemning a few years from
now what they are doing today. THEY WILL BE COMPELLED
TOOR THEY WILL HAVE NO PATIENTS.

I know that the doctors dose the people with medicines which they
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do not believe in themselves. | know that doctor’s families use very
few drugs. | know that you can scarcely find an intelligent physi-
cian today that will not admit thisto his friends.

1 know that they have specifics to prevent one from taking almost
any disease, YET NOT ONE OF THEM CAN TELL YOU HOW
THE PREVENTION IS BROUGHT ABOUT. | know they would
vaccinate people for smallpox and that there is not a doctor that can
explain how it prevents smallpox NOR CAN HE PROVE THAT IT
DOES PREVENT IT. They are not content to vaccinate people
who come to them but they ask the state to pass laws to compel eve-
rybody to be vaccinated. I MIGHT AS WELL ASK THE STATE TO
PASS A LAW TO COMPEL THE PEOPLE TO HIRE ME TO TRY
THEIR CASES!

Sometime, if they keep on—AND THEY WILL KEEP ON IF
THE PEOPLE GIVE THEM A CHANCE—they will be able to
vaccinate you for everything and you will be obliged to be vacci-
nated. | know you can pick out about five or six diseases which
cause the deaths of probably nineteen-twentieths of all the people
who live and die, and | have no doubt that the doctors will be able
sooner or later to find a serum that will prevent you from getting
any of them—BUT YOU WILL PROBABLY DIE IN THE OP-
ERATION! If we could pick out the various things that could be
injected into the human system for twenty different diseases, |
would like to see how a man would look AND HOW LONG HE
WOULD LAST IFHE TOOK THEM ALL.

Nobody who believes in it need have any fear of small pox so
WHY COMPEL PEOPLE TO TAKE IT WHO DO NOT
WANT IT? 1 have watched this medical profession for a long
time—AND IT BEARS WATCHING-and I know there is not a
single thing affecting human life that they will not lay their
hands on if we give them a chance.

And thereis, | think, only one way to beat them, and that is to go
to jail if necessary and defy them. The only part of the community
that has nothing to say about the laws that these special interests
pass is the people. All they have to do is pay for it—and they pay
aplenty. | do not know how long the people will stand for it.

We will have and now have people telling us what we may eat and
what we may drink, especially what we may not drink, and we will
have the Billy Bryans and the Billy Sundays sending us to jail to
save us from going to Hell.

Let me say this: that if the people are willing to obey any law
so long as it is on the books, it will be on the books forever.

As a matter of fact, no law of any importance was ever taken off
the books so long as the great mass of the people obeyed it. Most
of the old witchcraft laws of New England are on the statute books
today, but they have stopped condemning old women for witchcraft.

NO LAW IS EVER REPEALED UNTIL THE PEOPLE
STOP OBEYING IT.

SOMETIME IF MEN ARE ACTIVE ENOUGH AND
BRAVE ENOUGH, THEY WILL BE ABLE TO REPEAL
MANY OF THE LAWS THAT HAMPER HUMAN RIGHTS.

The Chiropractic Hour — Tune in Each Thursday Evening at 8 p.m. on Station WBBR.




